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Book Review 

Detection and Treatment of Early Breast Cancer 
by Ian S. Fentiman. 
London, Martin Dunitz. 1990, 280 pp. ISBN 1 853 17010 0. 
s49.95. 

THE IMMEDIATELY notable feature of this book is that it is 
extremely well written. As a result it is easy to read, and a vast 
amount of information is summarised and presented concisely 
and lucidly. The author’s aim of a cohesive yet “different style” 
of text to discuss the problems of detection and treatment of 
early breast cancer has been achieved. 

The book falls naturally into two sections: the first contains 
predictable chapters on cause, presentation, diagnosis, screen- 
ing, breast conservation, mastectomy and adjuvant treatment. 
Each topic is briefly reviewed historically, then a well-balanced 
account of the evidence is presented chronologically; the author’s 
approach at Guy’s Hospital is highlighted, and then summary 
recommendations and advice are given. 

An outstanding part of this text is the many easy-to-under- 
stand tables. Whatever the topic (for example, the sensitivity 
and positive predictive value of cytology in breast diagnosis or 
the incidence of contralateral invasive carcinoma after biopsy of 
lobular carcinoma in situ) all major series about that topic are 
summarised in a table, and amplified in the conveniently adjacent 
text. Each series is added to the excellent reference lists at the 
end of the chapter. 

A notable omission from this first section of the book is a 
chapter on pathology. Although small sections on pathology 
appear in various parts of the book, I found myself wishing 
more than once that there was such a chapter. The concepts of 
early and minimal breast cancer and their relation to the cura- 
bility of breast cancer are covered only briefly, and I was 
disappointed by the omission of discussion on mucoid and 
tubular carcinomas. 

The second section contains seven excellent chapters on 
important subjects, such as pregnancy and exogenous oestrog- 
ens, breast cancer in the elderly and Paget’s disease. A welcome 
account of psychological strategies in treating patients with 
breast cancer is a highlight of this second section. Collectively 
these chapters fill a large gap not usually covered in books 
on breast cancer. Each contains a wealth of information and 
guidance for the breast cancer specialist who is increasingly 
challenged both by well-informed patients and by the state of 
current knowledge, which still leaves many questions unansw- 
ered. The problem is addressed in a final chapter “Where next?“. 

The index is extensive and a welcome feature here is the 
explanation of acronyms frequently used in breast cancer 
reports, such as EORTC (European Organisation for Research 
and Treatment of Cancer), NATO, and ECOG (Eastern Co- 
operative Oncology Group), which to the non-specialist may be 
obscure. The book is well presented and bound, and the two 

column format is easy to read. However, the reproduction of 
the clinical photographs and mammograms falls below this 
standard, and in their current form these illustrations do not 
add anything. This particularly applies to the four photographs 
of axillary dissection, There are two additional quibbles arising 
from the description of axillary dissection. Firstly, a transverse 
incision is more cosmetic, and is less likely to cause scar 
contracture than a vertical incision. Secondly, most would agree 
that ligatures or surgical clips should be applied to tributaries of 
the axillary vein. 

Because of the absence of a pathology chapter this text is not 
ideal for the final FRCS examination. Despite these minor 
reservations, which could easily be remedied in a second edition, 
the surgical oncologist will be stimulated by this elegant, com- 
pact and lucid text. 

J. Serpell 
Academic Department of Surgery 

Royal Marsden Hospital 
London SW3 6JJ, U.K. 

News 

Immunotherapy of Cancer 

A Boerhaave course on Immunotherapy of Cancer will be held 
on 15 March 1991 in Leiden, The Netherlands. The course aims 
to review fundamental aspects of tumour immunology and 
clinical experience with immunotherapy. The course is designed 
for oncologists, immunologists, haematologists and those inter- 
ested in clinical aspects of and research in tumour immunology. 
For further information, contact Mrs R.J. van Velzen, Boer- 
haave Committee, Postbus 2084,230l CB Leiden, The Nether- 
lands. Tel (71) 275262. 

Symposium on Hormonal Carcinogenesis 

The first international Symposium on Hormonal Carcinogenesis 
will be held in Cancun, Mexico, on 1%23 March 1991. Topics 
will include hormones and carcinogenesis, oestrogen metab- 
olism, tumour promotion and growth factors and oncogenes. 
For further information contact Dr J. J. Li, Hormonal Carcino- 
genesis Laboratory, College of Pharmacy, Washington State 
University, Pullman, WA 99164-6510, USA. Tel (509) 
335 132616285. 

Ultrastructural Pathology and Diagnostic Electron 
Microscopy 

Dr F.N. Ghadially will give a course on ultrastructural pathology 
and diagnostic electron microscopy of tumours on 9-13 Sep- 
tember 1991. For details, please contact Dr M. Jane Thomas or 
Dr Feroze N. Ghadially, Canadian Reference Centre for Cancer 
Pathology, Clinical Studies Unit Building, 60 Ruskin Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario KlY 4M9, Canada. 
Tel (613) 728-1723, Fax (613) 728-0811. 

Sponsored by the Canadian Reference Centre for Cancer 
Pathology. 



106 News 

SIXTH ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 

30th JUNE - 2nd JULY 1991 

UNIVERSITY OF BATH 
Claverton Down 

BATH, UK 

Invited speakers include: 

PROFESSOR DON COFFEY 
PROFESSOR BRIAN DURIE 
MR. IAN FENTIMAN 
DR. JOHN FOX 
PROFESSOR ALLAN VAN OOSTEROM 

There will be a SYMPOSIUM sponsored by the Wessex Regional Health Authority on 

‘AUDIT IN CLINICAL ONCOLOGY’. 

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF ABSTRACTS: 1 lth FEBRUARY 1991 

FURTHER DETAILS can be obtained from Dr. Gareth Rees, Chairman, Scientific 
Committee, BOA Secretariat, British Postgraduate Medical Federation, 33 Millman Street, 
London WClN 3EJ, UK. Tel: 071 831 6222, Fax: 071 831 7599. 
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The European School of Oncology 

1991 FORTHCOMING 
EDUCATIONAL EVENTS 

1 

/ 

llth-13th March 
National Course: Site: St. Gallen, Switzerland 

Medical and Paediatric Oncology 
H.J. Senn (CH), W.F. Jungi (CH), M. Whitehouse (GB) 

??tt 

19th-21st March 
Seminar: Site: San Servolo Island, Venice, Italy 

Oncogenes, Suppressor Genes and Growth 
Factors 

M. Spom (US) 
t** 

21st-22nd March 
National Course: Site: Aviano, Italy 

Osteosarcoma and Adult Soft Tissue Sarcoma 
S. Monfardini (IT), M. Campanacci (IT) 

??** 

Sth-10th April 
Seminar: Site: San Servo/o Island, Venice, Italy 

lmmunodiagnosis of Tumours 
S. von Kleist (DE) 

??*t 

llth-13th April 
Residential Course: Site: New York, US 

Breast Cancer 
D. Kinne (US), U. Veronesi (IT) 

ttt 

12th.14th April 
National Course: Site: Athens, Greece 

Head & Neck Tumours 
G.B. Snow (NL), P.A. Kosmidis (GR) 

??tt 

15th-20th April 
Residential Course: Site: Barborka Centre, Poland 

Clinical Radiobiology and Dose Fractionation 
B. Maciejewski (PL), S. Dische (GB) 

ttt 

17th-19th April 
National Course: Site: Capri, Italy 

Thyroid Tumours 
B. Salvadori (IT), M. Salvatore (IT) 

ii 21sb27th April 
Residential Course: Site: Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Medical Oncology 
H.M. Pinedo (NL) 

*t* 

22nd-26th April 
National Course: Site: Rabat, Morocco 

Head & Neck Tumours 
F. Demard (FR), P. Chauvel (FR), K. El Gueddari (MR) 

??tt 

23rd-24th April 
Seminar: Site: San Servolo Island, Venice, Italy 

Gastric Cancer 
U. Metzger (CH), M. Ogawa (JP) 

??*t 

13th-17th May 
Residential Course: Site: Leningrad, SU 
Bone Marrow Transplantation 
R. Met-lelsmann (DE), R. Wagner (SU) 

*tt 

271 h-31st May 
Residential Course: Site: Orta San Giulio, Italy 

Genito-Urinary Tract Tumours 
L. Denis (BE) 

..t 

3rd-4th June 
National Course: Site: Mexico DF, Mexico 

Breast Cancer 
D. Kinne (US), U. Veronesi (IT) 

t*t 

3rd-7th June 
Residential Course: Site: Orta San Giulio, Italy 

Lymphomas 
F. Cavalli (CH), A. Lister (GB) 

??*t 

6th-7th June 
National Course: Site: Sao Paula, Brazil 

Breast Cancer 
D. Kinne (US), U. Veronesi (IT) 

For Residential Courses held in Italy and Switzerland, the registration fee is 600 ECU. 
For Seminars held in Italy, the registration fee is 450 ECU. 

For further information contact: 
The Secretariat, European School of Oncology, 

Via Venezian, 18, 20133 Milan, Italy 
Tel: 39/2/2360410-2364283, Fax: 39lU2664682 


